
 

 

Topic Overview  
Faculty/Subject: Drama 

Year Group:  KS4 
Topic: Devising Drama 

 
 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this topic?  
 
• how to plan, create and structure drama 
• how workshops can move the development of the 
performance forward 
• how to rehearse in preparation for a performance to 
an audience 
 

What other key concepts, knowledge and skills will you 
learn in this topic?  
• how to use research to inform creative decisions 
when devising drama 
• how to edit and adapt the work in progress as a 
result of new ideas or the development of the drama 
• how to examine in detail the process of creating 
drama and measure the impact on a live audience 
• how to communicate meaning to an audience 
through engaging drama. 

What important prior knowledge will you use from your 
prior learning?  
Techniques developed through ks3 including vocal 
and physical skills for advanced characterisation 
 
 
Where does this topic fit into the curriculum plan 
for this subject?  
Students will learn techniques and skills to devise in 
the first 2 terms in year 10 and will complete the 
assessment in the summer term of Year 10 

Assessment:  
How and when will you be assessed on this topic? 
What will the success criteria be?  
 
Students will complete their devising exam at the end 
of year 10. This will be 30% of their final exam result 
 
 
 
 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know 
in this topic?   
Techniques and styles including  - Still Images, 
Thought Tracking, Montage, Conscience Alley, Split 
Stage, Direct Address, Mime, Greek Theatre, 
Slapstick, melodrama… 
 
Skills including - Facial expressions, gestures, 
proxemics, posture, intonation, accent, projection, 
diction, pace… 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 
 
Devising practice from stimuli  
From music 
From sculpture 
 
Devising exam  
Section 1 - Research and Ideas 
Section 2 - Rehearsal and Development 
Section 3 - Evaluation  

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

Topic Overview  
Faculty/Subject: Drama 

Year Group:  KS4 
Topic: Presenting and Performing Texts 

 
 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this topic?  
• interpret the texts so that the playwright’s intention 
can be communicated 
• apply their knowledge of genre, style and theatrical 
conventions to the way they will perform  
• use performance space effectively 
• develop a character and demonstrate the 
way they interact with other characters or with stage 
artefacts 
 

What other key concepts, knowledge and skills will you 
learn in this topic?  
• how performance texts can be presented to an 
audience 
• the intention of the playwright 
• theatrical conventions 
• how to interpret character through voice, movement 
and language 
• the use of performance space 
• the semiotics of theatre as exemplified by the text 
studied 
• the relationship between performer and audience 

What important prior knowledge will you use from your 
prior learning?  
Techniques developed through ks3 including vocal 
and physical skills for advanced characterisation 
 
 
Where does this topic fit into the curriculum plan 
for this subject?  
Students will start to prepare from the 2nd half term in 
Y11 and perform at the end of the Spring term 

Assessment:  
How and when will you be assessed on this topic? 
What will the success criteria be?  
 
Students will start to prepare from the 2nd half term in 
Y11 and perform at the end of the Spring term 
 
 
 
 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know 
in this topic?   
• genre 
• structure 
• character 
• form and style 
• dialogue 
• the role of stage directions 
• the semiotics of drama 
• performance conventions 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 
 
Rehearsal in groups to perform 2x extracts from the 
performance text for an external examiner. 
 
Concept Proforma consisting of 4 text related 
development questions to be completed before the 
performance exam. 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Topic Overview  
Faculty/Subject: Drama 

Year Group:  KS4 
Topic: Performance and Response   

           
 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this topic?  
in relation to their performance text: 
• the contexts of their chosen text including: 
• social 
• historical (time set and period written) 
• cultural 
 
• define how the social, historical and cultural contexts 
have an effect on the chosen performance text 
 
• the theatrical conventions of the period in which their 
text was created 
• the characteristics of their performance text  
 

What other key concepts, knowledge and skills will you 
learn in this topic?  
• how meaning is communicated through: 
• the use of performance space and spatial 
relationships on stage 
• the relationship between performers and audience 
• the design of: set, props, costume, lighting and 
sound 
• an actor’s vocal and physical interpretation of 
character 
• the use of performance conventions. 
 
the meaning of drama and theatre terminology used 
by theatre makers 
• how genre is used in live performance to 
communicate meaning to an audience 

What important prior knowledge will you use from your 
prior learning?  
Techniques developed through ks3 including vocal 
and physical skills for advanced characterisation 
 
Where does this topic fit into the curriculum plan 
for this subject?  
Students will begin with practical exploration in the 
autumn term of Year 10 with a focus on section B in 
the autumn term of Year 11. 

Assessment:  
How and when will you be assessed on this topic? 
What will the success criteria be?  
 
Mock exams throughout Year 10 and 11 - full exams 
section A and B in Nov and Feb of Year 11.  
 
Exam questions throughout the duration of the course 
in lessons.  
 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know 
in this topic?   
• apron 
• black box 
• in the round 
• promenade 
• proscenium arch 
• site specific 
• thrust 
• traverse 
Vocal and physical skills and technical roles 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 
 
Exam text practical exploration Term 1 - 2 Year 10. 
Exam technique and Section B autumn term Year 11 

 

 



 


