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Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 

 
9th September 2024 

Paris Trip 
Parent Meeting 

 5.30-6.00pm 
 

12th September 2024 
Y7 & Y11 

School Photographs 
 

19th September 2024 
Y6 Open Day 

School closed to 
current students 

 
Y6 Open Evening 

5.30-7:45pm 
 

20th September 2024 
Inset Day 

School closed to 
students 

 
24th September 2024 
Y5 & Y6 Parent/Carer 

Coffee Morning 
10.00am-12.00pm 

 
 

Autumn Term 1 
Friday 6th September 2024 

6th September 2024 
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 

Welcome To Students 
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2024-2025 and my first as headteacher. It was a 

pleasure to see all our students back in school this week. Thank you so much to 

parents and carers for sending your children into school looking so smartly dressed in 

their WCHS uniforms. It has been a particular pleasure to meet our new year 7 students 

who have really impressed their teachers this week. I spoke to the new cohort about the 

importance of first impressions and they really stepped up by behaving well, speaking 

politely and trying hard in their lessons. What a fantastic start!  

 

Building Updates  
Lots of work went on in our new school building over the summer break. Secure mag 
locks were fitted to the fire doors to increase student safety. Additionally, a brand new 
mass communication device was installed. This allows us to have separate sounds so 
that staff, students and visitors can clearly distinguish between lesson changeover 
notifications, fire alarms and lockdown alerts. The first phase of our wall art was 
successfully installed as were some display boards which celebrate student success. 
Contractors from Wates spent a lot of time in the building rectifying 45 of the defects. 
Sadly, there are still 145 defects still to be addressed. Our business manager, Mrs 
Mellor continues to work closely with the Department for Education and Wates so that 
we can resolve the remaining defects as soon as possible. It is hoped that phases 4 
and 5 of the new building handover will happen before the end of September. This will 
allow us to take full ownership of the additional car parking, PE foyer and PE canopy. 
 

GCSE Examination Results 
Congratulations to our class of 2024 who achieved some really impressive GCSE 
results. Results Day was a great occasion, full of happy students, parents/carers and 
staff, and it was really nice to be able to celebrate successes with our students and 
their families. An impressive 76% of students achieved grade 4 and above in maths, 
and 77% managed the same in English Language and/or literature. These positive 
outcomes meant that the vast majority of our students were able to pursue their first 
choice college courses or apprenticeships. Some have even gone straight into 
employment. We wish them all the very best in their chosen careers and we look 
forward to hearing how they are getting on in the next chapter of their lives and to 
celebrating with them at GCSE Awards Evening on the 6th November.  
 

Welcome To New Staff 

As well as welcoming our year 7s, we have also been delighted to welcome several 

new members of staff who 

will be joining our fantastic team: 

● Mrs Walsh - Teacher of Art 

● Mrs Belham - Teacher in Charge of PSHE, Citizenship and RSE 

● Ms Stratton - Teacher of English - welcome back! 

● Mr Burgoyne - IT Technician 

● Mr Hanvey - PE Technician 

● Mrs Essien - Teaching Assistant 

September 
2024 
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Changes of Roles  
As you all know, my role has changed from Associate Head to Headteacher as of this 
week. There have also been some other significant changes. Mr Kewin and Mr Bland 
officially begin their new Deputy Headteacher roles. Mrs Craven steps up to be our lead 
technician. Mr Bradley will be our new Network Manager, a role which he actually 
started just before the summer break. Mrs Baglow and Mr Heapy will now be full time 
teachers and Miss Plant who previously taught peripatetic music will step up to deliver 
some curriculum music lessons in the Creativity Faculty. I’m sure you will agree that we 
have made some fantastic internal and external appointments and I am pleased to tell 
you that we are now fully staffed.  
 
School photographs  
School photographers will be visiting next Thursday 12th September to take photos of 
Y7 and Y11 students. 
 
Dates For Your Diary 
 
• Thursday 19th September - Open Day/Evening - school closed to students, apart 

from those volunteering to help out on the day/evening 
• Friday 20th September - INSET day - school closed to all students 
• Wednesday 2nd October 6pm - Y11 Revision Evening (for year 11 students and 

their parents/carers)  
• Wednesday 9th October 6pm - Y7 Settling In Evening (for year 7 students and 

their parents/carers)  
• 15th, 16th, 17th October - School Production of Grease 

 

And Finally…  
As I said earlier this week in my letter to students, I am incredibly proud to lead this 

great school, which I have already served for the last ten years. I promise you all that I 

will do my absolute best to make this school as good as it can possibly be for your 

children. I will sometimes make decisions that you may dislike or disagree with but I 

promise that all of the decisions that I make for our school community will be made with 

good intentions, in good faith and with the students at the centre.  

 

I wish you and your children the very best for this academic year and I hope that you 

will work in partnership with me and my colleagues so that we can provide the best 

educational outcomes for the children of Whitworth Community High School.  

 

Best wishes 

 
Mr A Oliver  
Headteacher  
 

September 
2024 
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One of our lovely students Isla Baron has had a fantastic summer. She was crowned Champion 
at the local yard Summer Show, Tong End Farm for the second year running. She also qualified 
for the annual Pony Club Regional Dressage Event at Kelsall in Cheshire, she placed 5th 
individually and her team placed 4th out of hundreds of junior riders. 

However, the icing on the cake was for last weekend. She travelled to Lincoln Showground for 
the National Riding Club Competition. With competitors from all over the UK, Isla and her horse 
Bernie were on top form winning 1st place in both Dressage P7 and P12 Riding Test. (The 
Riding test is judged on the rider position and skill where as the Dressage is judged on the 
combination and partnership). In addition, due to her high scores she was ultimately crowned as 
National Junior Dressage Champion 2024 for British Riding Clubs. 

Mum said ‘This an amazing honour and all the family are so incredibly proud of her and Bernie. 
She works really hard with her ‘boy’ Bernie aka Sycamore Charm everyday and the love she 
has for him is just wonderful. They have an incredible bond and we can't wait to see what 
comes next!’ 

Celebrating students’ successes 
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Prescription medication 
 
If your child has a medical condition that requires medication while they are in school then the following  
procedures should be followed: 

• A consent form to administer medication must be completed by a parent/carer (this is available from the 
school reception) 

 
• Any prescription medication must be brought into school in the original box with a pharmacy label that 
has your child’s name on. We are unable to store medication which is not in its original packaging. 

 
If your child suffers from asthma then please ensure they have an inhaler with them whilst in school. If you would 
like us to keep an emergency inhaler in the medical cabinet then please make sure the inhaler is in its original 
packaging, has a pharmacy label on with their name, as well as a medical consent form. We are unable to accept 
medication for your child if it’s in a different name. 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that your child’s medication is with them in school. All medication will be locked 
away in the school’s secure medical cabinet, as stated in the school’s medical policy. 
 
Non-prescribed medications  
 
We are not authorised to store or administer any non-prescription medication unless it is an exceptional  
circumstances and is for no longer than 48 hours.  
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Celebrating students’ successes 

We are always looking to celebrate our students' successes in and out of school. 

 We work closely with the press, and it would be lovely to share some stories/
student achievements with our local community.  

Why not email in at office@whitworth.lancs.sch.uk   
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Our lost property box is now placed in the pastoral office. If you think your 
child has lost something then please ask them to come and check.  
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