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20th September 2024 

Inset Day 
School closed to 

students 
 

24th September 2024 
Y5 & Y6 Parent/Carer 

Coffee Morning 
10.00am-12.00pm 

 
 
 
 

 
1st October 2024 

Y5 & Y6 Parent/Carer 
SEND Coffee Morning 

10.00am-12.00pm 
 

9th October 2024 
Y7 Settling in Evening 

6.00pm-7.30pm 
 

15th, 16th & 17th 
October 2024 

Our Autumn Show 
‘Grease’ 

7.00pm start 
 

18th October 2023 
After School Closure for 

Half Term 
 

 
 
 

Autumn Term 1 
Friday 20th September 2024 

Friday 20th September 2024 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

What a busy and hugely successful few weeks we have had at school. I will do my best 
to try to summarise for you some of the great things that have been happening recently.  
 

New Building Update 
You will remember in my previous email that I gave a brief update on the progress with 
the new building. Sadly, I have to report that there are still plenty of snags that are still 
to be resolved. However, there has been some progress with the final phases of the 
project and we have eventually been given a handover date of 31st October. Hopefully, 
by this date, we will take full ownership of the additional car parking, PE foyer and PE 
canopy. It is frustrating that the newly seeded top fields will not be fully accessible for a 
further 12 months as we have to patiently wait for the seeding to fully take root.  
 

Our newly installed public announcement system is now fully functional. It has an AI 
generated voice who is now known by our students as Amy. She conveniently reminds 
students when lessons are about to begin and how many seconds thay have to get to 
their lessons before the registers close. This has been a relatively simple but hugely 
effective development. Lessons now all get off to a prompt start so that no learning time 
is wasted during the school day. Amy surprised the students when she wished them all 
a good weekend at 3pm last Friday.  
 

Thank You to Mrs Banham  
Our first full Governors meeting took place last week. During the meeting, Mrs Banham, 
one of our long standing Governors, informed us that she will be stepping down from 
her role. Some of you will remember Mrs Banham from her previous role as 
Headteacher’s PA and Office Manager. She has now served the school in a variety of 
rol.es for over 21 years. I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank Mrs 
Banham for her dedicated service to our school over such a long period of time. I wish 
her well as she takes some time to enjoy retirement and to look after her new 
Grandson. Hopefully, we will still see Mrs Banham around, especially if I can talk her 
into coming back in the summer term to invigilate some of the GCSE examinations.  
 

Open Evening  
Our annual open day and open evening was an overwhelming success. We welcomed 

approximately 200 students during the day and we were visited by approximately 450 

people in the evening. Sadly, we can only offer 130 places in each year group and they 

are allocated by the Lancashire Pupil Access team so it is very difficult for me to predict 

where the geographical cut off points will be. My advice to families is that if you want a 

place for your child, you will need to put WCHS as your first preference on the 

application forms.  

 

We had well over 100 student helpers on the day and they were a credit to their school 
and to their families during the open evening. A special mention must go to our four 
brave year 7 students who took to the stage to speak to a packed audience in the main 
hall about their experiences of school so far. Congratulations to Alice, Isaac, Samuel 
and Alessia for representing our school so positively after only three weeks as a 
student.  

September 
2024 

October 
2024 
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Autumn Term 1 
Friday 20th September 2024 

Year 7s  
Our new year 7 students continue to settle in well. They have made a great first 
impression on their teachers and we have high hopes for this year group. The year 7 
students have recently completed their Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs). They conducted 
themselves very well during these assessments. The CATs are used in a variety of 
ways by the teachers. The main purpose, however, is to ensure that we are correctly 
tailoring our educational offer for each student based on their individual abilities. For 
example, the CATs might help to show that a child needs additional SEND support 
whereas another may have high academic abilities and as such will need further stretch 
and challenge.  
 

Please could I ask year 7 parents to keep your eye out for a letter from me inviting you 

to our Settling In Evening at 6pm on Wednesday 9th October.  

 
Davis Cup PE Trip 
A group of our PE students recently went to the AO Arena in Manchester to watch 

Great Britain versus Argentina. The matches were part of the Davis Cup competition, 

which is often referred to as the ‘World Cup of Tennis’. It was a fantastic opportunity 

organised by Mr Cawley, which I was fortunate to attend with the students. It was very 

clear early on in the afternoon that some of our students did not fully understand how to 

score a tennis match. Therefore, Mr Cawley and I spent a lot of time explaining the 

rules to our students, much to the amusement of some of the other spectators who 

were sitting in the immediate vicinity. Sadly, Great Britain lost the tie. However, it was a 

great opportunity and a memorable afternoon. We even managed to have our 

photograph taken with Dan Evans on our way home from the event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit From Our New MP  
Our newly elected Member of Parliament, Andy McNae visited our school this week. He 
began his visit with a question and answer session hosted by our Senior Prefects. I was 
very impressed by the quality of questions that our students put to Andy during his visit. 
He was asked about the narrow curriculum which is currently imposed on 16 year olds, 
the OAP heating allowance, the necessity of food banks and a range of other topics. 
I’m glad Andy was in the hot-seat to answer their questions as they gave him quite an 
interrogation. After the session with our Senior Prefects, Andy was taken on a tour of 
our school building and met lots of our students in their respective lessons.  
 
Year 11 Revision Evening  
A quick reminder about the year 11 Revision Evening will be taking place on the 
evening of Wednesday 2nd October. This event is for Year 11 students and their 
parents/carers and will provide an overview of revision and study strategies along with 
specific guidance from subject areas that parents and carers can use to support their 
children. The event will open at 5:30pm and will be finished by 7:30pm.   

  

 

 

September 
2024 

October 
2024 

Best wishes 
 

 
 

Mr A Oliver  
Headteacher  



 
Hallfold, Whitworth, Rochdale 
Lancashire, OL12 8TS 
Tel (01706) 343218  
www.wchs.co 

Newsletter 

School Website : www.wchs.co 



 
Hallfold, Whitworth, Rochdale 
Lancashire, OL12 8TS 
Tel (01706) 343218  
www.wchs.co 

Newsletter 

Climbing higher! School Website : www.wchs.co 

 

 
Prescription medication 
 
If your child has a medical condition that requires medication while they are in school then the following  
procedures should be followed: 

• A consent form to administer medication must be completed by a parent/carer (this is available from the 
school reception) 

 
• Any prescription medication must be brought into school in the original box with a pharmacy label that 
has your child’s name on. We are unable to store medication which is not in its original packaging. 

 
If your child suffers from asthma then please ensure they have an inhaler with them whilst in school. If you would 
like us to keep an emergency inhaler in the medical cabinet then please make sure the inhaler is in its original 
packaging, has a pharmacy label on with their name, as well as a medical consent form. We are unable to accept 
medication for your child if it’s in a different name. 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure that your child’s medication is with them in school. All medication will be locked 
away in the school’s secure medical cabinet, as stated in the school’s medical policy. 
 
Non-prescribed medications  
 
We are not authorised to store or administer any non-prescription medication unless it is an exceptional  
circumstances and is for no longer than 48 hours.  
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Please note that our absence number for texting is 07418343218 alternatively you 
can phone the school on 01706343218 as usual.  

 
If you text to notify us of your child's absence, please include their Name, Reg 

Group and reason for absence. 

Attendance 

Attendance Information (Monday 9th Sep - Friday 13th Sep)  

 

We aim for at least 97% attendance.  
Here are the attendance figures for week ending 13th September 2024 

 

 

Our Overall school attendance (years 7 - 11) was 96.53%  

 

Y7 = 98.60% 

Y8 = 95.19% 

Y9 = 96.01%  

Y10 = 96.41%  

Y11 = 96.09%  
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Well done to our lovely Year 7 students who attended the netball session on their first week of starting 
WCHS. We are all looking forward to the competitions this year. Also it was great to see our year 7 and 8 
girls at football practice. The weather was great and the girls did well. Open football training for year 7 boys 
is on Monday’s 3-4pm and for year 8’s Tuesday’s 3-4pm. Open football training for year 7 and 8 girls is 
Thursday’s 3-4pm  We hope to see you there! 



Celebrating students’ successes 

We are always looking to celebrate our students' successes in and out of school. 

 We work closely with the press, and it would be lovely to share some stories/
student achievements with our local community.  

Why not email in at office@whitworth.lancs.sch.uk   

 
Hallfold, Whitworth, Rochdale 
Lancashire, OL12 8TS 
Tel (01706) 343218  
www.wchs.co 

Newsletter 

Climbing higher! School Website : www.wchs.co 

 

Our lost property box is now placed in the pastoral office. If you think your 
child has lost something then please ask them to come and check.  
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