
Dear parents and carers,

We are fast approaching the end of term with just a week left in school. Please could I
reassure parents that lesson time in the final week of school will be used for educational
purposes. Therefore, attendance during the final week is important up to the final day,
when all of the end of term awards will be presented to students.

Mobile phone policy update

Thank you to parents and carers who took the time to respond to the questionnaire about
the temporary mobile phone policy. Thanks especially to those who took the time to send
in kind and grateful messages of support too. This was much appreciated. The survey
was overwhelmingly positive, as were the staff and student responses. I am pleased to
say that students have adapted well to the temporary policy and there has not been an
increase in mobile phone usage within school. Therefore, Governors agreed to make this
a permanent change during their full autumn term meeting last Monday.

Y11 Parents’ Evening Feedback

Thank you to all of you who attended the parents’ evening with your children earlier this
week. Thanks also for the overwhelmingly positive feedback that you left for us. The
majority of parents were glad that we have moved back towards face-to-face events.
Additionally, several commented on the innovative use of technology to make the evening
run so smoothly. Please could I take the opportunity to thank year 11 parents/carers for
your support and remind you that revision resources are still available for students on the
web site. Username: i.climb Password: Higher2021 (case sensitive). Also, please could I
ask that parents/carers continue to support us by reminding your children to attend
intervention sessions when they are invited. These intervention sessions are vital for
students to ensure that they achieve the best grades they are capable of in their GCSEs.

Year 10 Exam Fortnight

The year 10 mid-year exams are now well underway. The revision materials for these
exams are still available on our website. The username required to access the revision
materials is i.climb and the password is Higher2021 (case sensitive). Parents/carers are
urged to support their children by encouraging regular revision. I have pasted an exam
timetable below to help parents/carers.



Sports leaders at TVLA

Our year 8 Sports Ambassadors led the way at the recent Rossendale Sports Hall Athletics Festival. Fourteen of our
year 8s took charge at the event which was hosted by TVLA. In addition, 12 of our year 7s competed in the various
events that took place on the day. Our ambassadors and competitors did us proud. Congratulations to you all.

Staff Versus Students 2024

For those of you who were fans of Saturday Night Takeaway, you will know about the infamous Ant versus Dec
competitions hosted by Stephen Mulhern. At Whitworth Community High School, our very own Mr Cawley is taking
on Stephen Mulhern’s role as host of Staff versus Students 2024. This is a fun initiative where staff compete against
students in a variety of challenges in the hope of winning the coveted annual trophy. The idea behind the initiative is
to build positive working relationships between staff and students during what is a very difficult academic year for our
year 11s. Several sporting events have already taken place. The student footballers were the victors last week
whereas the staff evened the scores after the netball tournament. The final events will all take place straight after
school on the evening of 18th December. I will report the final outcome in my final newsletter before we break up for
Christmas.

Youth Proms Success

I am pleased to be able to report the musical success of our very own head boy, Ben who recently performed at the
Royal Albert Hall as part of an ensemble called Chords and Fiddles. The performance was part of the Music for
Youth Proms, a prestigious concert series to which only some of the best performing youngsters are invited each
year. I have it on good authority that Chords and Fiddles ‘brought the house down’ with their performance.
Congratulations to Ben!



Charity Fundraising

Our Year 10 Enterprise Group have been busy fundraising for the Rossendale Hospice. They have asked me to
remind parents/carers about two events taking place next week. On Tuesday, the students can pay to have a photo
taken with their teachers who will be in fancy dress. On Wednesday, students can purchase cakes from the bake
sale. If you can afford to do so, please send your child in with some cash on these days so that they can support
these initiatives. Additionally, any donations of cakes for the bake sale would be appreciated. If you are able to
donate any cakes for the sale, please could you include a list of ingredients in case any students have allergies. On
a similar theme, please remember that the annual Christmas hat/jumper day will take place on Thursday to raise
funds for the Papyrus Suicide Prevention charity.

Geography Field Trip

90 year 10 students attended a field trip to Manchester City Centre on Friday 6th December 2024 to collect primary
and secondary data for their Geography Paper 3 in preparation for their GCSE. Students completed questionnaires,
conducted interviews and collected a range of other primary data for their study on Cycles and Flows. When the
students returned to school, I asked them to tell me about the most memorable moment of the trip. Naively, I
expected them to tell me about the data they had collected in preparation for their Geography exams. I should have
known that lunch in McDonald’s would have been the real highlight of the trip. Thanks to Mrs Raza for organising the
field trip and for completing the required risk assessment paperwork. The students are pictured on the steps of The
Arndale Shopping Centre.

Civic Carol Service

Our school choir performed at the annual Whitworth Community Carol Service on Monday evening. Miss Genty
prepared and conducted our singers who performed two pieces in front of a packed audience at The Ashcroft. The
stand-out piece was ‘Mary Did You Know?’ which included several soloists, all of whom sang clearly and confidently.
If you didn’t get a chance to hear our singers, they will be performing again on Wednesday 18th December during
our annual Christmas Concert. The event will be starting at 6:30pm and should last for just over an hour. Please see
the poster at the bottom of the newsletter for more details.



A Christmas Carol Theatre Trip

What?....Eveleena Scrooge? Yes that is right. A Christmas Carol the musical. On Wednesday evening, Mr Williams
and his English Faculty took a trip to the Lowry for this Christmas treat. It was a fantastic show. Amazing vocalists
supported by a live band and the lighting and staging was really engaging and immersive. Our children made us
proud. Many of them are now well rehearsed in going on trips to the theatre thanks to Mrs White and Mrs Goff who
offer so many opportunities. I am sure the general public worry when they see a school party arrive, but we actually
set the standard regarding how to conduct yourself during a live performance. This was a genuine Christmas treat
for the staff and the children alike.

Best wishes

Mr A Oliver
Headteacher





Please find Hopwood Hall College latest school’s newsletter via the link below. This
newsletter is a special T-Level edition as they celebrate T-Levels week!

The edition contains important information for Y10 and Y11 pupils and families.

They are really looking forward to welcoming our pupils to Hopwood Hall College and
University Centre.

Link below:

https://mailchi.mp/c94d51636b73/news-update-from-hopwood-hall-college-13899260

https://mailchi.mp/c94d51636b73/news-update-from-hopwood-hall-college-13899260



