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Dear parents and carers,

| would like to begin my newsletter by wishing you and your families a happy new year. M
However, after two weeks in school, 2025 already doesn’t feel very new! The snow
closure on the first day of term and the icy weather that followed were not the start |
would have hoped for.

Despite the weather, our students have got on with their work and have been resilient in

22nd January
their approach to learning, which is highly commendable. Thank you to all parents and

¥10 Parents’ Evening

carers who have sent your children to school on time each day in their full school uniforms 4pm to 6pm

regardless of the weather conditions.
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Drama Theatre Trip
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Half Term Heroes 14th February
Half Term Heroes postcards and chocolates were given to over 50 students who scored | School closes for half
the most achievement points and least behaviour points during the second half term of term break

the academic year. It is a pleasure to be able to reward so many students who have
consistently followed our 7 expectations and who constantly strive to ‘climb higher’ in all of
their lessons.

24th February

School reopens

26th February
Y7 Parents’ Evening
4pm to Bpm
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New Staff

Last week we welcomed Mr Towers to our staff team. Mr Towers has taken up the role of Teacher in Charge of
Geography. He has made a fantastic start and our students have learnt a lot from him already. We also welcomed
Mr Khan back ‘home’. It is always a good sign when staff choose to return to WCHS. It really shows what a great
place this is to learn and work.

Spanish Teacher Vacancy

We are currently looking to recruit a teacher of Spanish to start in September. The job advertisement and person
specification are on the school website. If you know of anyone who may be a prospective candidate for this role,
please could | ask you to draw their attention to the advert. The deadline for applications is 30th January.



Scholars Programme Launch

Over the last three years, we have run a very successful Scholars Programme for some of our most academically
able students. The programme is run by an external provider called The Brilliant Club. The PhD community lead the
initiative with the aim of supporting our students to access the most competitive universities and succeed when they
get there.

A launch event took place last week for our new year 10 Scholars cohort. After an initial meeting with Mr Hanif, the
students had their first online tutorial. It is hoped that the programme will promote academic study at a young age to
expose these students to the opportunities and demands of higher education. | look forward to reporting on their
success later in the year.

Boccia Training

We welcomed a Paralympian called Nathan Maguire to our school this week. Nathan is a Commonwealth
Champion, European Champion, and 1500m British Record Holder for Wheelchair racing. Nathan is currently
working for Panathlong UK and is championing a sport called Boccia. Boccia (pronounced 'Bot-cha') is a Paralympic
sport in which athletes throw, kick or use a ramp to propel a ball onto the court to get closest to a 'jack’ ball. It is
designed specifically for athletes with a disability affecting locomotor function. Nathan delivered Boccia training for
our Sports Ambassadors and taught them how to officiate tournaments. Our Sports Ambassadors are now able to
run the competitions for the whole of the Rossendale area later on this term.

Fairer Schools Index

Last week, the Fairer Schools Index was released. The index was created by a team of researchers who measured
GCSE results from each school in the country compared against additional factors such as pupil demographics,
ethnicity, and deprivation, alongside existing performance-based metrics. The researchers say this method removes
some of the built-in bias in the Department for Education (DfE) league tables against secondaries teaching children
from less affluent areas, particularly those in the north of England. | am very pleased and proud to conclude this
newsletter by telling you that WCHS has done extremely well in the Fairer Schools Index. Our school was ranked
372nd out of 3452 English high schools! That is 661 places higher than DfE would have placed us without taking into
account any socio-economic factors. What an amazing achievement for our school.

Best wishes

Mr A Oliver
Headteacher
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Rossendale Leisare Trust - Your Free Fitness Day Pass

Start your year with a positive change! We re inwiting you to experience a boost in your
OVER £20 energy, mood, and overall wellbeing with a free day pass to Rossendale Leisure Trust.
Enjoy a full day at any of owr fitness facilities —whether you want to join a class, take a
swilm, or work out in the gym, it's all yours to explore. Visit us at:

FITNESS DAY PASS

el (ROSEEMDALE LELRUEERE S - Adrenaline, Haslingden BE4 40N

m - Mar| Pits, Rawtenstall BB4 7SN

- Pioneer Gym. Bacup OL 13 OBW
Please show this emall to a member of our reception team to recelve your free day pass,
Only available untll 1“ February 2025, Terms & conditions apply. For more details, visit

Quit Squad is a dedicated specialist stop smoking service in Lancashire, funded by Lancashire
County Council which is free to access. It supports anyone over the age of 12 to stop smoking.
The service provides advice, support and stop smoking medicines. This can be at the cost of a
prescription, or free if you are on benefits. If you would like 1o quit call 0800 328 6297 or visil
our website www.quitsquad.nhs.uk, where you will find details of local sessions and support
including the free to download My Quite Route app. You can also follow Quit Squad on social
media ol ancsQuitSquad.

REPAIRS, IMPROVEMENTS & ADAPTATIONS

Home wise are now offering services in Rossendale. Homeawise s & ocal charity that

has baan halpang local people o repair. imMmprowe amnd adapt thedr hosrmes sincese 1988

Wie weork wwith older, disalblied and vulnerabhle peophe and anyornss with a g -teamm

codition that affects their mobility or indeperndence in the horma. Sorms of our samGaoas
@Scoess 10 our contractors panel and use of owr SMmaill

Raoapairs Service is opean i ewery oerse _

If you want o refer anyone I our Serveces, Dlaomses COoOMNlasct WS O sail O

mng ws on 01254 2322299

Money and Debt Support

Free Money Advice (including budgating, benefits & debt) This Lancashire-wide service offers FREE
impartial, non-judgmental advice to women in Lancashire if you are worried about any aspect of debt. are
Our highly qualified llur-:.r Advice team are FCA "'W'“"’d and IMA Certified and have over 50 years of | ANC ASHIRE

OMEN

Owr free, expert debt help will advise on the best route out of debt and offer different types of support Lo help you
become debt free. Through a team of hundreds of dedicated staff members based in all four UK nations, and

hundreds of incredible churches delivering our services, paople in desperate need are discovering life-changing
freedom and hope every day, Our closest branch is or call DB00 328
0006.

A credit union is a self-help co-operative whose members pool their savings to provide each other with credit

at a low intarest rate. Visit Citizens Advice's website for more information on Credit Unions and how they can

help. \ )

More advice on debt from Citizen's advice: = * [

Training Opportunities for the New Year— —_ -

ini L
Day 1 - hitps/iclickdelegate lancashire gov uk/iconferenceDetalls aspTeldeB9T2 I
®

Day 2 - hitps:/iclickdelegate lancashire. gov.ukiconferenceDetails aspPeld=6973

Graded Care Profile 2 Traning: The Graded Care Profile 2 (GCP2Z), a licensed tool from the National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC).

We have committed to rolling out GCP2Z across Children's Services and partner agencies who work directly with :niburon*
and families,
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SUPPORTING CHILDREN==
| @) RETURN TO ROUTINE

Most of us look forward to the school ha ~ p later, sleep in and generally
appreach life in a more leisurely fmhlu‘l. o o normal school-day routines can feel like
an uphill battle. Here are some p i tress and set children up for success,

START SMALL AND Gk e | FOCUS ON
' EARLY & NUTRITION .

Begin reintreducing elements of the school ) Make sure children ore receiving balanced

routine o week before term starts. Gradually meals [with regular healthy snocks to boost

adjust badtime, wake=up times and meallimes energy and concantration), Putting thien in the

to be more in line with school-day rhythms, best possible state to return to education. A

Small changes can make a big difference in nutritious breakfast is particulary crucial fera
avoiding last-minute panic and helping - _— -4 pasitive stort to the doy. Involve childreninmeal
children o readjust smoathly. — planning b make it enjoyable and collaberative. s

ry

, REVISITTHE o2 ' ;- COMMUNICATE
SCHEDULE - OPENLY

Inwalve your child in moappding out thedr daily Talk with your child about how theyre feeling
routtine so they understand what's going to about relurning to school: whether they're
changa, Visual tools Hke charts or colendars can excited, anxious or o mix of both, Volidating their
halp keaping to that schedule foel more amatians helps them fesl suppaorted and
angaging. Whan childran undarstand and understecd. Try asking them about tha things
anticipate their personal timetable, they feal they're leoking lorward to at school, such as
more secire and in contnsd, seeing their friends ogoin. Focusing on the

A _“ mu:t;:e:nﬁn b ueetul for children streggling
CREATE A SLEEP ll.' | \
PLAN Lt _ g RECONNECT WITH

Sleep can present ane of the biggest challenges,

ag children con somelines Became night owls,

prone to stoying up kote during the holidoys. Ease children back into a learning mindsat by

Lirmit gereen time balors bed and encourags L incorparating fun, educational activities into

winding-down octivities like reading or listening 4 1 thair home lite. Beading o lfovourite book,

e salming music. A restiul night's sleep | playing gomas that involve maths or discussing

improves focus, mood and owerall wellbeing, 1 an interesting lopic can gently reawaken their

rraking mamings much srmoother, E focus and prime their minds to learn, which can
have helplul impacts on their darmic

’-_ m y : i performance.
s ENCOURAGE - jchgp " '
FRIENDSHIPS ¥ = i 9 PREP TOGETHER

T baadp your child to recennect with school friands i Turn preparation into o shared activity, to
by organising playdates, catch-ups or . ¥ ' shoulbder the responsibility tegether and provide
arranging te go to after-school clubs. — 5  support where needed, Pack school bags, lay
Re-establishing social bonds can make the - L e ! ~ outuniforms and plan lunch the night before.
raturm to school mone axciting and less i G = This met only reduces sarly maerning stress but
intimidating, allswing youngsters ta facus on ] b o =) also gives children a sense of ownership over
the positive aspects of the new term, o g i baing ready lor achool,

GRANT . | BE PATIENT AND
S RESPONSIBILITY 3 0 ClEYIBLE @
_—

Giwe children control over some aspects of the Transitions take time, and every child adjusts
marning reutine, Maybe they could be in charge ditferantly: s, it's important 1o stay calm and
of waking everyone up, serving breakfast or supportive, especially if they're reacting
choosing the radio station that everyona listens adversaly to the change in thair daily lite, Be

to while getting ready. Something that gives ready to tweak routines os needed, and work
tharm a eanse of ownership over thair rmorning with the child to make the return to education
schedule can help them view the tosk aos one easier possible for them. Potience can go a long
they've chesen 1o do, rather than being tald 1o wiary Lo setting a positive tane lor the new school
doit yoar.
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with and care for young peopls, Becky specialises in creating practical ag colege+

3

strategies that promote wellbeing and resilience in children during
life's trangitions.
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School Website : www.wchs.co




