
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I would like to begin my newsletter by wishing you and your families a happy new year. 
However, after two weeks in school, 2025 already doesn’t feel very new! The snow 
closure on the first day of term and the icy weather that followed were not the start  I 
would have hoped for.  
 
Despite the weather, our students have got on with their work and have been resilient in 
their approach to learning, which is highly commendable. Thank you to all parents and 
carers who have sent your children to school on time each day in their full school uniforms 
regardless of the weather conditions.  
 

 
 
Half Term Heroes  
Half Term Heroes postcards and chocolates were given to over 50 students who scored 
the most achievement points and least behaviour points during the second half term of 
the academic year. It is a pleasure to be able to reward so many students who have 
consistently followed our 7 expectations and who constantly strive to ‘climb higher’ in all of 
their lessons.   

 
 
New Staff  
Last week we welcomed Mr Towers to our staff team. Mr Towers has taken up the role of Teacher in Charge of 
Geography. He has made a fantastic start and our students have learnt a lot from him already. We also welcomed 
Mr Khan back ‘home’. It is always a good sign when staff choose to return to WCHS. It really shows what a great 
place this is to learn and work.  
 
Spanish Teacher Vacancy   
We are currently looking to recruit a teacher of Spanish to start in September. The job advertisement and person 
specification are on the school website. If you know of anyone who may be a prospective candidate for this role, 
please could I ask you to draw their attention to the advert. The deadline for applications is 30th January.    
 
 



 
Scholars Programme Launch  
Over the last three years, we have run a very successful Scholars Programme for some of our most academically 
able students. The programme is run by an external provider called The Brilliant Club. The PhD community lead the 
initiative with the aim of supporting our students to access the most competitive universities and succeed when they 
get there.  
 
A launch event took place last week for our new year 10 Scholars cohort. After an initial meeting with Mr Hanif, the 
students had their first online tutorial. It is hoped that the programme will promote academic study at a young age to 
expose these students to the opportunities and demands of higher education. I look forward to reporting on their 
success later in the year.  

 
 
Boccia Training  
We welcomed a Paralympian called Nathan Maguire to our school this week. Nathan is a Commonwealth 
Champion, European Champion, and 1500m British Record Holder for Wheelchair racing. Nathan is currently 
working for Panathlong UK and is championing a sport called Boccia. Boccia (pronounced 'Bot-cha') is a Paralympic 
sport in which athletes throw, kick or use a ramp to propel a ball onto the court to get closest to a 'jack' ball. It is 
designed specifically for athletes with a disability affecting locomotor function. Nathan delivered Boccia training for 
our Sports Ambassadors and taught them how to officiate tournaments. Our Sports Ambassadors are now able to 
run the competitions for the whole of the Rossendale area later on this term.  
 

 
 
Fairer Schools Index  
Last week, the Fairer Schools Index was released. The index was created by a team of researchers who measured 
GCSE results from each school in the country compared against additional factors such as pupil demographics, 
ethnicity, and deprivation, alongside existing performance-based metrics. The researchers say this method removes 
some of the built-in bias in the Department for Education (DfE) league tables against secondaries teaching children 
from less affluent areas, particularly those in the north of England. I am very pleased and proud to conclude this 
newsletter by telling you that WCHS has done extremely well in the Fairer Schools Index. Our school was ranked 
372nd out of 3452 English high schools! That is 661 places higher than DfE would have placed us without taking into 
account any socio-economic factors. What an amazing achievement for our school.  
 
Best wishes  

 
Mr A Oliver  
Headteacher  



 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


