
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
This half term has flown by - it feels like we were celebrating the new year just moments 
ago. However, so much has happened in school in such a short time, and some of it is 
shared here. 
 
Maths Sparx Support  
 
The completion rate for maths homework is higher now than it has ever been. This is 
largely due to the move to the SparxMaths online learning platform but it is also due to the 
great support that we get from parents and carers. I would like to take this opportunity to 
remind you that the Maths Faculty offer home learning support sessions after school in the 
Science Studio every Thursday evening. The sessions are free to attend and are staffed 
by maths specialists. Students from all year groups are welcome to attend. I am very 
grateful to the maths staff for running this initiative which is designed to help students with 
their homework, thus putting the emphasis on support rather than sanctions.  
 
Use of Toilets During Learning Time   
 
We have had a recent spike in the number of students asking to use the toilets during 
lessons rather than waiting until lesson changeover, break or lunch times. Whilst I would 
never want to prevent a student from using the toilets, the increase in requests is resulting 
in significant disruptions to learning. Parents/carers will now be able to see through the 
behaviour tab on the edulink one app when your child has been to the toilet during lesson 
time. This will allow parents/carers to discuss reasons when students get home. The 
monitoring will also allow school staff to track trends so that we can identify students for 
whom this has become a habit and to see if there are underlying reasons. Please do not 
hesitate to contact the pastoral team if you require any further information about this 
matter.   
 
Advance Notice of Early Closure at Easter 
 
School will close at the earlier time of 1pm on Friday 4th April. This is the final day of term 
before the Easter break. Although we do not traditionally close early at Easter, it is 
necessary because we are making a lot of changes to the layout of the school. The time 
will be used by staff to relocate several classrooms and offices. The rationale behind the 
room changes is to avoid corridor congestion, increase the space available for SEND and 
to create a Pastoral Hub on the ground floor. Please accept my apologies in advance for 
any inconvenience caused.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Year 11 2nd Mock Exams  
 
Although many schools only complete one set of year 11 mock exams, we always do two rounds of mocks at 
WCHS. The second set allows students the opportunity to make continuous improvements during their final year so 
that they feel fully prepared for the final exams in May and June. I believe that this is one of the key reasons why 
WCHS students have done so well in external examinations in recent years. Year 11 parents have all been provided 
with an electronic and paper copy of the latest version of the Parent Guide to Revision.  
 
If you have not received your copy, please contact Miss Rawstron in the main office. Please use the booklet and the 
online resources on our school web site to encourage your child to use their time wisely to prepare for their mock 
exams. The timetable is here for your information.  
 
 

  
 
 
Sport Update  
 
Congratulations to our team of PAN Bowlers who came 3rd out of 11 schools in the county stage of the competition. 
They have now secured a place in the North West finals, which are due to take place in Bolton in March. A special 
mention must go to Dexter F for being the only member of the team to score a strike and for his general enthusiasm.  
 
Congratulations also to Seb M in Year 9 who finished the Lancashire Cross Country event in the top 50. What a 
great achievement. I’ve been told it was a very muddy event, so I should probably also give a mention to Seb’s 
parents for cleaning his kit afterwards.  
 
Our Year 7 boy’s football team played a tough match last week against Alder Grange. They lost by four goals but Mr 
Cawley has asked me to highlight the determination and resilience that our boys showed despite the defeat. In the 
same week, our year 8s recorded a 5-0 win in the league over TVLA. Our boys out-played their opposition and 
thoroughly deserved their victory. Well done to all involved and thanks to Mr Cawley for his time and dedication.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Kinky Boots  
 
On Wednesday 5th February, we took a group of students to see the incredible musical ‘Kinky Boots’ at the Palace 
Theatre in Manchester. We had a fabulous time at the show, which featured Johannes Radebe (best known as one 
of the professionals on Strictly Come Dancing), whose performance was described by one critic as being ‘nothing 
short of breathtaking’. As always, our students represented the school brilliantly. 
 

  
 
Summer’s Success 
 
One of our aspiring young sports stars, Summer in year 10, has played for Haslingden Girls & Ladies Football club 
for a number of years now. Her team, U15 Cyclones, have made the Lancashire County Cup final for the 2nd time in 
3 years. This level of success has only been matched in the past by academy teams, which highlights the high 
standards of Summer’s team who were recently featured in the Rossendale Free Press. Congratulations to Summer 
and her team mates for reaching the final. It goes without saying that I wish them the best of luck in the final which is 
due to be played at The County Ground on 16th March. 
 

 
 
 
Best wishes  

 
Mr A Oliver  
Headteacher  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


