
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Lisbon Trip  
 
During the half term break, over 70 students flew over to Lisbon for an action packed 5 
day sports trip. Students took part in a variety of sporting activities during the day and 
attended a match at the Jose Avalade stadium. The WCHS blue jumpers really stood out 
in a crowd who were predominantly dressed in green. Thank you to all of the staff who 
gave up their time to make this trip possible. Thanks especially to Mr Cawley who 
organised the tour. What a memorable opportunity for all of our students!  

 

 
 

Mock exams underway - Y11  
 
We are now half way through the second Year 11 Mock Examination Fortnight. The 
students have conducted themselves extremely well so far in the exam hall and their teachers have seen plenty of 
evidence to show that students have prepared well. We still have a week to go, so it is vital that students continue to 
prepare for the remaining exams. There will be a Parents’ Evening to discuss progress in the mocks on the 2nd 
April. More details will be released soon.  

 



 
National Youth Orchestra  
 
On the first day of this half term, some of our most gifted and talented musicians were treated to a trip to Blackpool 
to hear a performance by the National Youth Orchestra. The event was organised and funded by NYO Inspire, which 
is designed to support equity in music education and unlock potential, particularly for teenagers with a passion for 
music, who may be facing challenges in accessing music opportunities.  
 

 
 
National Careers Week  
 
Our Careers Officer, Ms Grenaghan has been very busy this week hosting virtual talks during form time to mark 
National Careers Week. The idea behind these virtual sessions is to inspire students and give them the opportunity 
to explore less traditional career paths, as well as learn about the education and pathways that our guest speakers 
have undertaken and what it takes to be successful in the workplace. This week we have hosted a published author, 
Dr Vanessa Harbour, who also lectures in creative writing at the University of Winchester; a nuclear engineer, 
Andrew Chadwick from the world renowned and international company GE Vernova; a town planner, Tom Lord who 
is an alumni from Rochdale Sixth Form College and works for Turley Planning; Matt Braithwaite, a civil servant who 
works for the Department for Culture, Media and Sport; and Abi Cadogan, a VFX Editor who works for DNEG the 
largest VFX company in the Film and TV Industry.  At the end of each talk, our volunteers very kindly allowed 
students to ask questions and our students and form tutors asked some really interesting questions such as ‘How 
long does it take to write a book?’, ‘Have you ever designed a whole new town?’, ‘What is it like working for the new 
Prime Minister?’ and ‘What’s it like working for an international company?’. The key takeaways for students were: it’s 
okay if you’re not sure what you want to do after school but pursue what you are good at and what you enjoy too. 
You have options and it’s okay to change your mind and your career path if things don’t work out as planned. What 
was also clear was the passion and enthusiasm that all our speakers had for their roles and that the key to success 
in work is to do what you love.  The hard part is finding what you love, so Miss Grenaghan’s key message to all 
young people this week is get involved, try new things, volunteer, you never know what you might learn about 
yourself!  It’s been a very inspiring National Careers Week. 

 
 
Y7 Parents’ Evening  
 
Last week, we hosted a very successful evening for parents/carers of our year 7 students. The feedback forms 
completed by parents/carers were overwhelmingly positive, which was really uplifting for staff. Many parents 
commented about how impressed they were with the innovative use of technology to make the evening run 
smoothly. The next event will be for parents/carers of students in year 8. This is due to take place on 19th March.  
 
 



 
NODA Awards  
Congratulations to three members of our school community who have recently been recognised at the NODA 
awards. NODA stands for the National Operatic Drama Association. These awards are highly competitive, as such, 
just to be nominated is a huge honour. Year 9 student Victoria E was nominated as a cast member in three separate 
categories. Our Vice Chair of Governors, Mrs Evans, won the award for best programme. To top off our school 
success, one of our maths teachers, Miss Sladen won best musical director for a pantomime.   

 
 
Music Awards  
Our school has a very strong partnership with The 2nd Rossendale Scout Band. Several of our players go on to 
develop their musical talents with this highly successful local band, based in Bacup. On Saturday evening, the band 
held their Patron’s Concert at St Mary’s Church in Rawtenstall. During the event, the annual awards were presented 
and it gives me great pleasure to report that three of the four major awards were won by students from Whitworth 
Community High School. Congratulations to Josh D (winner of the Dave Walsh award for Lower Brass), Liam J 
(winner of Junior Bandsman of the year) and Luke T (recipient of the Endeavour trophy). The boys are pictured here 
with Janet Hunt who volunteers with 2nd Rossendale. Janet was a long standing member of staff at WCHS prior to 
her retirement, so it was very fitting that she was able to celebrate this success with us.  
 

 
 
Alumni Success  
I always like to share good news stories regarding our former students. Therefore, I’d like to bring to your attention 
that one of our former students, Ben Hildreth, who is currently studying at Rochdale Sixth Form College, has earned 
a conditional offer to study History at Oxford. Ben achieved grade 9 for his History GCSE whilst at WCHS. It goes 
without saying that we wish him every success.  

 
If you know of other current or former students who have had similar successes recently, please get in touch to let us 
know so that we can celebrate their successes too. l.rawstron@whitworth.lancs.sch.uk  
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Make Your Mark Campaign  
 
In Lancashire, there is a Youth Council who meet regularly with members of the County Council Cabinet and the 
Education Scrutiny Committee. The Youth Council has a responsibility to ensure that as many young people as 
possible have the opportunity to be involved in decisions that affect their lives and the communities in which they 
live. As part of the democratic process, they are asking young people across the county to vote on the issues that 
they want the Youth Council to focus on. On Thursday, our students had the opportunity to take part in this 
democratic process by filling in their Mark Your Mark ballot papers. We will now await the outcome from all of the 
votes across the county to see where the focus will be.  
 
Admissions - Oversubscribed Again 
 
The final thing to tell you is that we have filled all of our year 7 places for September. Yet again, our school was 
oversubscribed and the places were all given to families who chose our school as their first choice. This is testament 
to the outstanding work that is going on at WCHS currently. Our persistent and consistent drive for high standards in 
all aspects of school life is leading to excellent behavioural standards, which, in turn, allows teachers to teach and 
students to achieve the best outcomes they are capable of. Our school community continues to ‘climb higher’.  
 
Best wishes  

 
Mr A Oliver  
Headteacher  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Headteachers have been asked by Lancashire County Council to issue this document to parents to inform you that 
this new procedure will now be applied to all excessive leave requests made to this school.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


