
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
What a busy but successful term for our school. There has been so much going on in 
lessons and in extra curricular activities. Our term has concluded with our Commendation 
Assemblies, during which over 450 students were rewarded for their efforts and 
achievements. We now have a well-earned two week break and I look forward to seeing 
all of the students back in school on Tuesday 22nd April.  
 
Rossendale Schools Dance Festival 
Last Tuesday evening, 47 of our students took part in The Rossendale Schools Dance 
Festival which was held at The Empire Theatre in Blackburn. It was a joyous celebration 
of the skills and talents of young people across The Valley. Our team was the biggest and 
most inclusive on display. They performed a routine called AI Revolution which was 
inspired by the theory that one day, Artificial Intelligence will take over humanity and 
dominate the world (a scary thought). Our team consisted of a mixture of experienced and 
novice dancers and I was really impressed that they managed to place 3rd overall.  
 
On the same evening, one of our year 11 dancers, Nancy M performed a routine in the 
solo category and also placed 3rd. Nancy’s routine was very contemporary and 
demonstrated high levels of artistry, strength and control. It was a very classy 
performance. Well done Nancy!  
 

 
 
Thai Boxing Success  
Yet again, I am able to share news about the success of one of our brilliant students. This 
time, the news is about Harris A who competed against a boy from Uzbekistan in the 
Muay Thai Federation final. Harris won all three rounds and won the gold medal and more 
importantly the accolade of being world champion in the 14-15 year age category at 48kg. 
Congratulations Harris! I must also mention Joe C and one of Final H who also competed in their respective age and 
weight categories. What fantastic ambassadors for our school and for the Valley Thai Boxing Club.    

 
 



 
 
Year 11 Assessments  
As we approach the Easter break, we get closer to the GCSE exam season, which officially starts on the 8th May. 
Our year 11s have been working tirelessly with their teachers to prepare for these exams. It is important that the 
preparation continues during the Easter break. Therefore, parents/carers of our year 11s are advised to point your 
children in the direction of the revision materials on the school website. Please type in i.climb as the username and 
Higher2021 as the password (case sensitive).  
 
Most of the controlled assessments are now complete, including the Hospitality/Catering practical and Drama 
moderation which both took place this week. Now that these elements are complete, students can concentrate on 
the revision required for the examined components. It goes without saying that I wish our year 11s all the very best.  
 
Sport Round Up  
As mentioned in my opening paragraph, there have been so many extra curricular opportunities on offer during this 
term, many of which I have reported in my newsletters. In the past two weeks alone, we have had benchball 
competitions for all year groups, under 14s badminton competitions, skateboarding events, pentathlon finals, a year 
8 dodgeball competition, several football fixtures, a foot golf reward event, touch rugby and Duke of Edinburgh 
activities. Thank you so much for the PE team and to all of the other staff in school who help out to enable us to offer 
so many additional enrichment opportunities to our students. A copy of the PE extra curricular timetable is below my 
signature. Please encourage your children to join in. It is a great way for them to keep fit, learn new skills and feel 
part of our school community.  
 
Youth Conference with Andy McNae MP  
5 of our students will be attending a Youth Conference with our Local Member of Parliament after the Easter Break. 
They will be discussing their hopes for the future and giving their practical suggestions to improve Rossendale for 
young people. Their input will be included into the consultation on a National Youth Strategy. Thanks to Jamie C, 
Seb M, Poppy F, Keaton L and Ruby A who will all be representing our school and hopefully influencing social and 
political change at a local and national level.  
 
Mrs Dean’s Last Supper  
After nearly 30 years of serving lunches in our school kitchen, Mrs Dean has decided that it is time for her to retire. 
Mrs Dean has been a dedicated member of our kitchen team for so long that she can’t even remember how many 
head chefs she has worked under, let alone how many head teachers. We all wish Mrs Dean a long and happy 
retirement and hope that she gets the opportunity to continue with her cruises around the world. I just hope the 
catering on the ships is as good as hers!  

 
 
Best wishes  

 
Mr A Oliver  
Headteacher  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


