
BIG IDEAS
How do we create Drama?

What techniques do we need to 
perform a piece of Drama? VOCAB

Freeze Frame
Thought Tracking

Mime
Voice

Proxemics

Skills 
building 1

Building 
Skills 2

Prior Learning
● Primary School  

Key Concepts
● Characterisation
● Vocal Skills
● Physical Skills

Freeze Frames

Mime + Voice

Thought Tracking

Levels + Proxemics
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We will learn about…

Characterisation

SECURE EXCELLING

My dialogue is communicated fluently and my 
body language reflects the role. I am aware of 
the audience and perform out so that they can 
see my facial expressions. I have used levels 
in my performance and I am aware of my 
proxemics.

I have thought about where I am positioned in 
ordered to show the relationships I have with 
the other characters (proxemics). My 
performance is interesting to watch on varying 
levels. My character is clear and I use body 
language and facial expressions to 
communicate with the audience.



BIG IDEAS
How do we create Drama?

What techniques do we need to 
perform a piece of Drama? VOCAB

Soundscape
Climax

Tension
Focus

Skills 
building Melodrama

Prior Learning
● Characterisation
● Vocal skills
● Physical skills 

Key Concepts
● Building a 

performance
● Vocal Skills
● Physical Skills

Props

Improvisation

Plot Structure

Rehearsal Technique
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We will learn about…
Soundscapes

Secure Excelling

Has contributed to creating a 
performance that has a clear plot 
structure. Has played a 
convincing character. Has 
included 3 techniques.

Demonstrates an ability to 
engage the audience through 
excellent characterisation and a 
fluent plot structure. The 
techniques are used fluently in 
the performance.



BIG IDEAS
What is Melodrama?

What skills do we need to 
perform a piece of Melodrama? VOCAB

Damsel
Villain

Sidekick
Plot

Costume

Skills 
building 

1+2
Greek 

Theatre

Prior Learning
● Characterisation
● Vocal skills
● Physical skills 

Key Concepts
● Stock Characters
● Narration
● Physical Skills  - 

exaggerated

Using music 

Script work

Contemporary melodrama

Rehearsal
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We will learn about…
Stock Characters

Secure Excelling

Your performance was melodramatic with 
exaggerated voice and movement 
throughout

Your performance showed your full 
understanding of the style. You were 
melodramatic using your vocal and 
physical skills to fully communicate with 
the audience. 



BIG IDEAS
What is the style of Greek 

Theatre?
What skills do we need to 
perform Greek Theatre? VOCAB

Chorus
Amphitheatre

Unison
Narration
Comedy
Tragedy

Skills 
building 1+2
Melodrama

Shakespeare

Prior Learning
● Characterisation
● Vocal skills
● Physical skills 

Key Concepts
● Greek Chorus
● Gestures
● Unison
● Exaggeration

Becoming a chorus

Medea

Theseus

Rehearse, perform, evaluate
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We will learn about…
Greek Theatre facts

Secure Excelling

You perform in unison with 
exaggerated movements,
You are fully focused.

Your exaggeration is excellent and your 
facial expressions are strong. You are 
fully committed to the performance and 
perform with lots of energy.



BIG IDEAS
Who is Shakespeare?

How do we perform the work of 
Shakespeare? VOCAB

Iambic Pentameter
Status

Proxemics
Contrast

Split Stage

Skills 
building

Melodrama
Greek 

Theatre

Musical 
Theatre

Prior Learning
● Still Images
● Thought Tracking
● Mime
● Characterisation

Key Concepts
● Staging 
● Relationships
● Comedy
● Tension

Shakespeare’s Language

Script work
Split Staging 

Fairies- Director’s Decisions

Pyramus and Thisbe
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We will learn about…

Secure Excelling

I portray my character with lots of feeling and 
emotion. The dialogue is communicated very fluently 
and my body language reflects the role. The voice I 
use sounds differently from how I usually talk. I am 
aware of the audience and perform out so that they 
can see my reactions. I react even when I am not 
speaking. The story is very clear and exciting to 
watch.

I can create tension onstage through my acting and 
capture the audience’s attention right from the start.  
I have thought about where i am positioned in 
ordered to show the relationships I have with the 
other characters (proxemics). My work is well 
thought out and it is different from other 
performances. My acting really stands out. 



BIG IDEAS
What is Musical Theatre?

What techniques do we need to 
perform Musical Theatre? VOCAB

Jazz
Style

Spatial Awareness
Canon

Musicality

Skills 
building

Melodrama
Greek 

Theatre
Shakespeare

Yr 8

Prior Learning
● Still Images
● Mime
● Characterisation
● Rhythm

Key Concepts
● Storytelling
● Facial Expressions
● Dynamics

Jazz Techniques

Spatial Awareness 

Storytelling 

Musicality
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We will learn about…

Secure Excelling

There has been consistent evidence of your 
contributions to the group performance.
You have been able to achieve both of the 
choreography objectives
You have been able to apply 2 performance skills to 
your choreography 
You have performed with high energy and a variety 
of dynamics.

You have led your group performance and supported 
others in your group. You have used excellent facial 
expressions to portray the mood and style of the 
dance.
Your transitions between formations and sections of 
the routine are smooth.
You have used choreographic devices effectively to 
add interest and challenge to your routine


