Name: Drama class:

The image to the right
shows the names of each
staging position. Note
that the staging positions
are named from an actor's

perspective, therefore | 2 L i Centr X
stage left gcfucx'lly appears A = i o Centre =
on the audience’s right. : ' en ~
@ Stage left ' Stage R'G"‘FG,
Upstage Upstage Upstage
@ - © Coni Right @

The numbers in the image represent the strength of each staging position. For example,
downstage centre is numbered one, as it is the best place to stand on a stage. Upstage left
is numbered nine, making it the weakest place to stand; this is because we read from left
to right, therefore our brains are programmed to notice things happening on the left hand
side of the stage first (and remember, stage left is actually on the audience's right!).
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The area furthest away from the

audience is called UpS"'Gge —

These names came about in the Middle Ages when stages were Side view of a raked stage
built at an angle to improve the view and sound quality for the

audience. The back of the stage was higher than the front, so an
actor standing upstage would literally have to walk down a
slope to get downstage, near the audience. This type of angled

stage is called a raked stage.




Name: Drama class:

Tasks:
Complete the following tasks. Make sure you write your answers in full sentences.

A) Think of fwo reasons why downstage centre is considered the strongest staging position.

1.

B) What is a sloping stage called?

C) When were sloping stages first used?

D) Where on the stage are the following
DSR

UsSL

Cs

DSC

USL

D) What name do you think we give to the areas of the stage highlighted in red?

End on Staging
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