
 

 

Topic Overview  
Faculty/Subject: History 

Year Group:  8 
Topic: AU1 & 2 - the Mughal Empire 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this topic?  
 
Empire 
Control​
Women’s History​
Economics 
 

What other key concepts, knowledge and 
skills will you learn in this topic?  
​
Different cultures​
Britain’s International Links 
 
 

What important prior knowledge will you use 
from your prior learning? ​
​
Empire​
Geography of India 
 
 
 
Where does this topic fit into the curriculum 
plan for this subject?  
 
 
 

Assessment:  
How and when will you be assessed on this 
topic? 
What will the success criteria be?  
 
 
L12 - Written piece graded on use of key words, 
information, and analysis 
 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need 
to know in this topic?   
 

●​ Sultan 
●​ Faith 
●​ Military 
●​ Merchant 
●​ Economy 
●​ Empire 

  
 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in 
this topic? 
 
1 - Before the Mughals; was India Waiting to be 
conquered?​
2 - Babur: The outsider who became an emperor​
3 - Humayun: How easy was it to lose an empire?​
4 - Akbar the Great: Warrior, Peacemaker or 
Political Genius? ​
5 - The Mughal Machine: How do you control 
millions of people? ​
6 - Faith and Power: Did Akbar rule by tolerance?  
7 - Jahangir’s World: Paintings, Nature and 
Power ​
8 - Nur Jahan: Could women hold power in the 
Mughal court? ​
​
9 - Shah Jahan and the Taj Mahal: Love Story or 
Power Statement? ​
10 - The Peacock Throne: How rich were the 
Mughals? ​
11 - Aurangzeb: Did he strengthen or weaken the 
empire? ​
12 - Assessment: From Mughal Empire to 
Industrial Britain ​
13 - DIRT​
14 - Cracks in the Empire: Why did Mughal power 
decline? ​
15 - Merchants to Empire: Why did the East India 
Company matter?  

 



 

 

Topic Overview  
Faculty/Subject: History 

Year Group:  8 
Topic: SP 1 & 2 - the Industrial Revolution 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this topic?  
 
Industry​
Technology​
Living Standards 
 

What other key concepts, knowledge and 
skills will you learn in this topic?  
​
Capitalism​
Economy​
Entrepreneur 
 
 

What important prior knowledge will you use 
from your prior learning? ​
​
Empire 
Raw Materials 
 
 
Where does this topic fit into the curriculum 
plan for this subject?  
 
 
 

Assessment:  
How and when will you be assessed on this 
topic? 
What will the success criteria be?  
 
 
 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need 
to know in this topic?   
 

●​ Industry 
●​ Factory 
●​ Labour 
●​ Class 
●​ Living Standards 
●​ Sanitation 
●​ Trade Union 
●​ Suffrage 

  
 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in 
this topic? 
 
1 - Why did the IR start when it did and where it 
did? ​
2 - What were working conditions like at textile 
mills? ​
3 - What was it like to be an apprentice worker at 
quarry bank mill? ​
4 - What were living conditions like in northern 
towns? ​
5 - What health problems were caused by living 
conditions? ​
6 - Why were things allowed to be so bad for the 
working class people of the north?  
 
7 - What did the workers do to try to improve their 
lives?  
8 - What role did Manchester play in the 
development of Trade Unions? ​
9 - What role did Manchester play in the 
development of the Trade Union movement? ​
10 - What role did the north of England play in the 
fight for suffrage? ​
11 - Assessment 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Topic Overview  
Faculty/Subject: History 

Year Group:  8 
Topic: SU 1 & 2 - WW1 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this topic?  
 
The Horror of war​
 
 

What other key concepts, knowledge and 
skills will you learn in this topic?  
​
How historians use source materials 
 
 

What important prior knowledge will you use 
from your prior learning? ​
​
N/A 
 
 
 
Where does this topic fit into the curriculum 
plan for this subject?  
 
 
 

Assessment:  
How and when will you be assessed on this 
topic? 
What will the success criteria be?  
 
School Exam fortnight, terminal exam (multiple 
choice with extended writing sections) 
 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need 
to know in this topic?   
 

●​ War 
●​ Battle 
●​ Trench 
●​ Machine Gun 
●​ Artillery 
●​ Shell 
●​ Evacuation 
●​ Stretcher Bearer 
●​ Medic 

  
 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in 
this topic? 
 
1 - WW1 - How did it start? ​
2 - Life in the Trenches ​
3 - WW1 Battles - The Somme ​
4 - WW1 Weapons  
5 - WW1 Surgery  
6 - WW1 Evacuations ​
7 - Revision ​
​
8 - Exam Week  
9 - Exam Week ​
10 - DIRT​
11 - JOO - WW1 sources study ​
12 - JOO - WW1 sources study ​
13 - JOO - WW1 sources study ​
14 - JOO - WW1 sources study  

 


