
 

 

Topic Overview  
Faculty/Subject: RS 

Year Group:   
Topic: Islam 

 
 
What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this topic?  
 
This topic introduces the religion of Islam, 
focusing on key beliefs such as the Five Pillars. 
We will also explore the concept of 
Islamophobia — what it is, why it happens, and 
how it can be challenged — to help build 
understanding and respect for others. 
 
 

What other key concepts, knowledge and 
skills will you learn in this topic?  
 
Gain an understanding of the basic beliefs of 
Islam and how these beliefs shape the daily 
lives of Muslims.​
 

Develop the ability to explain the Five Pillars 
and reflect on their importance through written 
assessment.​
 

Build skills in analysis, empathy, and respectful 
discussion of religious and social issues. 

What important prior knowledge will you use 
from your prior learning?  
This will vary depending on your primary 
school experience, but any prior learning about 
world religions, belief systems, or community 
values will be helpful. 
 
 
Where does this topic fit into the curriculum 
plan for this subject?  
 
This is the fourth unit in our curriculum and the 
third world religion we will study this year, 
following our exploration of other major faiths. 

Assessment:  
How and when will you be assessed on this 
topic? 
End of Unit Test focusing on knowledge. 
 
What will the success criteria be?  

Success will be demonstrated through a 
written, essay-style response that: 

●​ Clearly explains each of the Five Pillars.​
 

●​ Uses accurate terminology and correct 
spelling.​
 

●​ Includes thoughtful analysis of which 
Pillar you believe is the most important, 
and why.​
 

●​ Shows your ability to support your ideas 
with well-reasoned arguments and 
examples. 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need 
to know in this topic?   
 
Islam 
Allah 
Muhammad (pbuh) 
Sawm 
Zakah 
Hajj 
Salah 
Shahadah 
Islamophobia 
Hijab 
Prejudice  

What is the structure of learning/lessons in 
this topic? 
 
Lesson 1 - Introduction ot Islam and 
Islamophobia 
Lesson 2 - Islam Mythbusters 
Lesson 3 - The Five Pillars of Islam 
Lesson 4 - Assessment - “Sawm is more 
important than Zakah” 
Lesson 5 - History of Islam in Britain 
Lesson 6 - Hijab 
Lesson 7 - Muslims in Britain 
Lesson 8 - End of Unit Test. 



 


