
 
 

 

  
Topic Overview - Music 

Year 9 
Unit 1 - Film Music 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this 
topic?  
Exploring music from films. You will 
explore the purpose of background music 
in films and how theme tunes and 
leitmotifs are used.  
You will learn about Spy film themes and 
will  learn to play the James Bond theme 
on the keyboard. 

What are the  key concepts, 
knowledge and skills?  
- Knowledge of role of music within films 
- Developing keyboard skills 
- Developing listening skills through 
listening to a variety of music from films 
- Develop vocal skills by singing a variety 
of theme songs 

What important prior knowledge will 
you use from your prior learning?  
You have learnt how music can be used 
to create mood and atmosphere and will 
explore how this is used within different 
film genres. 
You will develop keyboard skills and will 
play the ostinato and melody in the 
James Bond theme. 
Where does this topic fit into the 
curriculum plan for this subject?  
You will develop your understanding of 
musical genres and how music can have 
an effect on an audience. 

How and when will you be assessed 
on this topic? 
You will receive ongoing feedback to help 
you to improve your work. 
Secure:  
I can explain how music is used in films 
and the effect it creates on the audience. 
I can play parts 1 (left hand) and 2 (right 
hand) of James Bond with excellent 
accuracy and fluency and  good rhythmic 
awareness.  I can play some of the piece 
with 2 hands. 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know in this topic?   
Diegetic and non-diegetic music, ostinato, playback singers, cues, soundtrack, 
genre, tied notes, leaps, semitone, chromaticism, atonality, leitmotif 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 
 

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 

Development of film 
music / listening. 
James Bond practise. 

Film genres and 
setting the mood. 
James Bond practise. 

Spy themes and 
James Bond practise 

Listening and James 
Bond practise 

Lesson 5 Lesson 6 Lesson 7  

Listening and James 
Bond practise. 

Performances and 
evaluation. 

DIRT and listening.  

 

 



 

 

  
Topic Overview - Music 

Year 9 
Unit 2 - Horror Film Music 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this 
topic?  
You will learn about the features used in 
horror movie music and create your own 
soundtrack to a Dracula video. 
You will develop your composition skills 
and use music technology to record and 
enhance your composition. You will work 
on their timing to ensure that the music 
they create fits with the video clip. 

What are the  key concepts, 
knowledge and skills?  
- Using horror film musical techniques to 
compose for a Dracula video 
- Using musical technology and selecting 
appropriate sounds and timbres 
- Creating melodic motifs for each 
character 

What important prior knowledge will 
you use from your prior learning?  
You have learnt about the use of music to 
set the scene and create mood and 
atmosphere within films. You have also 
learnt how to compose melodies and 
accompaniments and will build upon 
these composition skills within this unit of 
work. 
 
Where does this topic fit into the 
curriculum plan for this subject?  
You will develop your understanding of 
musical genres and how music can have 
an effect on an audience. 

How and when will you be assessed 
on this topic? 
You will receive ongoing feedback to help 
you to improve your work. 
Secure:  
I can use devices such as melody, rhythm, 
accompaniment, chords and structures to 
create music for film, showing how music can 
be used to create different moods and 
emotions. I have created motifs for the 
characters.  I can select appropriate musical 
timbres and use the elements of music to 
enhance the composition. I use music 
technology (SoundTrap) to record the 
composition. 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know in this topic?   
pitch extremes, ostinato, discords, dissonance, layering, sustained notes, semitones, 
chromaticism, motifs, melodic development 
 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 
 

Lesson 1/2 Lesson 3/4/5 Lesson 6 

Playing motifs from horror films 
and understanding key features 

Composing for Dracula Composing for Dracula - 
assessment lesson 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 


