
 

 

 

  
Topic Overview -  Music 

Year 8 
Unit 1 - Blues Music 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this 
topic?  
Secure: 
You will develop an understanding of 
Blues music and how it has influenced 
music today. You will develop keyboard 
skills and learn to play walking bass lines,  
the 12-bar blues chord sequence and a 
blues melody. 

What are the  key concepts, 
knowledge and skills?  
- Blues music - learning about the 
background and the way blues has 
influenced popular music 
- Playing the 12 bar blues chord 
sequence, walking bass lines and blues 
melody - using 2 hands on the keyboard  
- Ensemble performance 

What important prior knowledge will 
you use from your prior learning?  
This topic builds upon your knowledge of 
musical elements and enables you to 
develop your keyboard skills, including 
playing with 2 hands, using the correct 
hand position, and enables you to 
develop your ensemble skills.  
Where does this topic fit into the 
curriculum plan for this subject?  
The knowledge and skills that you 
develop during this topic will help you 
with your future learning. 

How and when will you be assessed 
on this topic? 
You will receive regular feedback during 
this topic and will be given personal 
targets to improve your work 
 
Secure : 
I can play the blues walking bass and chord 
sequence with 2 hands, with mainly good 
accuracy and fluency.  I may also play some 
of the blues melody with the chords 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know in this topic?  Triads, 
improvisation, structure, sharps and flats, walking bass, bass line, ensemble, 7ths, 
chord progression, swung quavers, rhythm, syncopation, slide, glissando, melodic 
motifs, dotted notes  

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 
 

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 

History of the Blues 
12 bar blues chord 
sequence 

Walking bass line and 
chord sequence 

Listening,  blues 
techniques and blues 
melody 

Listening, blues 
melody 

Lesson 5 Lesson 6 Lesson 7  

HL retrieval task, Blues 
practise lesson 

Blues performances Reflection and 
improvements, 
ensemble skills 
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Topic Overview -  Music 

Year 8 
Unit 2 - Blues improvisation 

and composition 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this 
topic?  
Secure: 
You will develop your  understanding of 
Blues music and will learn how to use the 
Blues scale to improvise and compose 
your own piece of Blues Music. You will 
record your composition using computer 
software. 

What are the  key concepts, 
knowledge and skills?  
- Learning how to improvise on the 
keyboard 
- Creating your own Blues composition 
- Learning how to use specific Blues 
techniques to enhance and improve your 
composition 

What important prior knowledge will 
you use from your prior learning?  
This topic builds upon your knowledge of 
blues music and enables you to use your 
knowledge and keyboard skills to 
compose and perform your own blues 
music. 
 
Where does this topic fit into the 
curriculum plan for this subject?  
The knowledge and skills that you 
develop during this topic will help you 
with your future learning and leads on 
from the work you have already done on 
Blues music. 

How and when will you be assessed 
on this topic? 
You will receive regular feedback during 
this topic and will be given personal 
targets to improve your work 
 
Secure : 
I can improvise and compose melodic 
ideas within the 12 bar blues structure. I 
have used all of the notes of the blues 
scale and have used swing rhythms. 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know in this topic?  Triads, 
improvisation, structure, sharps and flats, walking bass, bass line, ensemble, 7ths, 
chord progression, swung quavers, rhythm, syncopation, slide, glissando, melodic 
motifs, dotted notes  

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 
 

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 

Learning to play the Blues 
scale and improvisation 

Developing improvisation skills 
and listening 

Creating a Blues composition 

Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6 

Blues composition Notation and recording the 
composition 

Assessment and listening 

 

 
 



 

 

  
Topic Overview -  Music 

Year 8 
Unit 3/4 - Rock ‘n’ Roll 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this 
topic?  
Secure: 
You will develop your understanding of 
Rock ‘n’ Roll music and how Blues music 
influenced this. You will learn how to play 
Hound Dog, adding a walking bass line 
and will develop ensemble skills. 

What are the  key concepts, 
knowledge and skills?  
- Learn about the key musical features of 
Rock ‘n’ Roll music   
- Learn about chords and triads, how 
these are constructed and formed from a 
bass line and how they create harmony   
- Develop keyboard skills by playing 
Hound Dog, and adding chords.  
- Develop rhythmic awareness - dotted 
notes, swing rhythm and syncopation 

What important prior knowledge will 
you use from your prior learning?  
This topic builds upon your knowledge of 
blues music and looks at how blues has 
influenced popular music. It enables you 
to use your knowledge and keyboard 
skills to perform Rock ‘n’ Roll music.  
 
Where does this topic fit into the 
curriculum plan for this subject?  
The knowledge and skills that you 
develop during this topic will help you 
with your future learning and leads on 
from the work you have already done on 
Blues music. 

How and when will you be assessed 
on this topic? 
You will receive regular feedback during 
this topic and will be given personal 
targets to improve your work 
 
Secure : 
Learn to play the melody with your right 
hand, focusing on accuracy and fluency 
and add some of the chords with your left 
hand. 
Play melody / bass line as a duet.   
Sing Hound Dog as part of the class with 
good accuracy of pitch. 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know in this topic?  Bass line, 
chord, chord progression, triads, harmony, lyrics, scat singing, hooks, riffs, dotted 
notes, swing rhythms, syncopation 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 
 

Learning activities 

Learning about Rock ‘n’ Roll 
music 

Playing Hound Dog  - melody, 
chords and bass-ilne 

Rock ‘n’ Roll listening 

Hound Dog performance Writing a Rock ‘n’ Roll song Ensemble performances and 
singing 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
Topic Overview -  Music 

Year 8 
Unit 5 - Reggae Music 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this 
topic?  
Secure: 
You will develop an understanding of 
Reggae music, and develop your 
performance skills on the keyboard, 
building upon the last topic where you 
added an independent left hand part, you 
will focus on playing a syncopated riff and 
off-beat chords, as well as adding the 
melody.   

What are the  key concepts, 
knowledge and skills?  
- Performing Reggae music, focusing on 
off-beat chords and syncopation 
- Playing a riff and off-beat chords 
- Developing listening skills  
- Performing with a partner and as a class 
- Developing your understanding and use 
of bass clef notation 

What important prior knowledge will 
you use from your prior learning?  
This topic builds upon your knowledge of 
blues and African American musical 
styles and the musical genres that have 
developed out of these styles. 
 
Where does this topic fit into the 
curriculum plan for this subject?  
The knowledge and skills that you 
develop during this topic will help you 
with your future learning and leads on 
from the work you have already done so 
far this year. 

How and when will you be assessed 
on this topic? 
You will receive regular feedback during 
this topic and will be given personal 
targets to improve your work. 
 
Secure : 
- I can play the melody of ‘Don’t Worry’ 
with some of the off-beat chords. 
- I can also play off-beat chords and the 
syncopated riff. 
- I can play with increasing awareness of 
the other parts when playing with an 
ensemble. 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know in this topic? Off-beats, 
bass line, riff, call & response, ensemble, rhythm, syncopation, improvisation, 
harmonies 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 
 

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 

Reggae Music - the 
background. Off-beat chords 
and riff. 

‘Don’t Worry’ - singing and 
keyboard practise. Developing 
ensemble skills. 

Listening and ‘Don’t Worry’ 
practise.  

Lesson 4 Lesson 5  

Listening, singing and ’Don’t 
Worry’ performance 

Exploring Reggae artists.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


