
 
 

 

Topic Overview - Music 
Year 7 

Unit 1 - Elements of Music 
and Performance skills 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this 
topic?  
You will explore the elements of music 
through listening, composing, singing and 
performing activities.   
You will develop ensemble skills and will 
learn to analyse and evaluate music 
using musical vocabulary.   

What are the  key concepts, 
knowledge and skills?  
- To be able to name and give definitions 
for each of the elements of music words. 
- To develop vocal techniques through 
singing and chants. 
- To develop performance, composition 
and ensemble skills, using ukuleles and 
percussion instruments 

What important prior knowledge will 
you use from your prior learning?  
You will have had very different 
experiences of music in your primary 
schools.  This scheme of work is 
differentiated in a way that will enable 
everyone to make progress, regardless of 
your starting points.  
 
Where does this topic fit into the 
curriculum plan for this subject?  
The knowledge and skills that you learn 
in this topic will help you with all your 
future learning in Music. 

How and when will you be assessed 
on this topic? 
What will the success criteria be?  
HL will include elements of music 
revision.  
Group performances will be assessed 
and regular feedback given.  
Secure: 
I can use the elements of music words to 
talk about features of music. 
I can use the elements of music to 
compose and perform a piece of music to 
represent a Storm and can sing and 
perform in a variety of ensembles. 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know in this topic?   
Pitch, Tempo (including Italian terms), Dynamics (including Italian terms), Structure, 
Texture, Timbre, Duration, Beat, Rhythm, Ostinato, accuracy, expression, unison, 
ensemble 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 
 

Exploring the 
Elements of music 
through listening 
and creating storm 
music 

Using your voice 
and percussion 
instruments to 
perform in a variety 
of ensembles. 

Learning to play 
chords on the 
ukulele and 
performing as an 
ensemble. 

Listening to music 
and applying 
knowledge of the 
elements of music. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Topic Overview - Music 
Year 7 

Unit 2 - Notation and 
Keyboard Skills 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this 
topic?  
You will learn about note values, how 
rhythms are created and performed and 
also how to read notation (treble clef).  
You will learn how to play simple tunes on 
the keyboard.  If you have played the 
keyboard before, you will be challenged 
with more complex pieces, including 
pieces with sharps and flats and adding 
chords.  

What are the  key concepts, 
knowledge and skills?  
Learning about pulse, rhythm, note 
values and notation. 
You will learn how to read and perform 
from notation. 
You will develop keyboard skills and will 
be expected to learn how to use the 
correct fingers, developing their ability to 
perform with accuracy and fluency.  
You will compose your own piece of 
pentatonic music. 

What important prior knowledge will 
you use from your prior learning?  
You may have learnt about notation in 
Primary School, or this may be new to 
you. You will become more confident in 
reading music. 
Where does this topic fit into the 
curriculum plan for this subject?  
The knowledge and skills that you learn 
in this topic will help you with all your 
future learning in Music and will enable 
you to be able to read music. 

How and when will you be assessed 
on this topic? 
You will be assessed throughout the topic 
on your understanding of notation. Your 
keyboard progress will be monitored with 
continual feedback given. You will have a 
performance and composition 
assessment. 
Secure: I am able to perform simple 
tunes on the keyboard with good 
accuracy and fluency and can perform a 
simple left hand part.  

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know in this topic?    
Pulse, beat, rhythm, semibreve, minim, crotchet, quaver, semiquaver, time signature, 
stave, treble clef, time signature, metre, octave 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 

Note Values Rhythms Notes on the stave Keyboard skills 

Lesson 5 Lesson 6 Lesson 7  

Keyboard skills Keyboard skills Keyboard 
performance 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Topic Overview - Music 
Year 7 

Unit 3 - Pentatonic music and 
composition 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this 
topic?  
You will learn about the Pentatonic scale 
and will create your own composition 
using this scale.  You will develop your 
performance skills by performing your 
composition with a focus on fluency and 
accuracy.   
You will also learn about how Chinese 
and Gamelan music use Pentatonic 
scales and will perform music from these 
cultures within different ensembles. 

What are the  key concepts, 
knowledge and skills?  
You will learn how to use your knowledge 
of music notation to create and develop 
your own compositions. You will learn 
how the Pentatonic scale is used in music 
from different cultures. You will learn how 
to use Sibelius software to notate your 
compositions. 

What important prior knowledge will 
you use from your prior learning?  
You will use all of the knowledge of note 
values and notation learnt in the last unit 
of work to create your composition. 
Where does this topic fit into the 
curriculum plan for this subject?  
This topic is important in developing your 
understanding of notation and allows you 
to explore your own creative ideas in your 
composition work. 

How and when will you be assessed 
on this topic? 
Your progress with your composition will 
be monitored with continual feedback 
given. You will have a performance and 
composition assessment. 
Secure: I can write an 8 bar melody 
using the notes of the pentatonic scale.  I 
can play the piece with some accuracy 
and can notate my composition. 
I can perform Shi-Fu’s Flute with mainly 
good accuracy and fluency. 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know in this topic?    
time signatures, conjunct (stepwise) movement, pentatonic scale, drone, ostinato, 
scale, sharp, flat, 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 

Introduction to the topic. 
Writing 8 bar rhythms. 

8-bar rhythms and 
pentatonic composition. 

Completing pentatonic 
composition. 

Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6 

Notation composition using 
Sibelius. 

Chinese Pentatonic music. Chinese Pentatonic music. 

 

  



 

 

Topic Overview - Music 
Year 7 

Unit 4 - Pentatonic world 
music 

 

 

What BIG IDEAS will you cover in this 
topic?  
You will develop your understanding of 
the pentatonic scale and will explore how 
Chinese and Gamelan music use 
Pentatonic scales and will perform music 
from these cultures within different 
ensembles. 

What are the  key concepts, 
knowledge and skills?  
You will  use your knowledge of music 
notation to create and develop your own 
compositions and will develop 
improvisation skills. You will learn how the 
Pentatonic scale is used in music from 
different cultures and will develop 
ensemble performance skills. 

What important prior knowledge will 
you use from your prior learning?  
You will use all of the knowledge of note 
values and notation learnt in previous 
units, and the skills that you developed 
during the pentatonic composition unit. 
Where does this topic fit into the 
curriculum plan for this subject?  
This topic is important in developing your 
understanding of world music and allows 
you to explore your own creative ideas in 
your composition work. 

How and when will you be assessed 
on this topic? 
Your progress throughout each lesson will 
be monitored with continual feedback 
given. You will have a group performance 
and composition assessment. 
Secure: I can perform Shi-Fu’s Flute with 
mainly good accuracy and fluency. 
I can perform with my Gamelan ensemble 
with good accuracy and fluency.  
I can improvise musical ideas using the 
pentatonic scale. 

What is the key vocabulary that you will need to know in this topic?    
time signatures, conjunct (stepwise) movement, pentatonic scale, drone, ostinato, 
scale, sharp, flat, improvisation, heterophonic, polyphonic. cyclic 
Chinese music: Pipa, Erhu, Dizi, Gong, Pengling  
Gamelan music: Gamel, Slendro, Pelog, Balungan 

What is the structure of learning/lessons in this topic? 

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 

Chinese Music Gamelan Music Gamelan Music 

Lesson 4 Lesson 5  

Gamelan Music Gamelan Music  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


